
















Mr. Stephen Platt
Ground Water & Enforcement Branch
Office of Drinking Water and Source Water Protection (3WP22)
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, Pa.  19103

From: Randall R Baird Sr.
           1273 Highland St. EXT
           DuBois, Penna.  15801

Dear Mr. Platt,
     I am writing you to ask if the date for public comment for the proposed injection well 
in Brady Twp., Clearfield Co. Pa., (Draft Permit #PAS2D020BCLE),  could possibly be 
extended.  In light of some new information that was presented to us, we would like to 
have more time to investigate it fully before submitting it to the EPA for consideration in 
our case.

     Also, please find additional concerns that I would like added to the testimony I 
submitted on 12/10/2012 at the Public Hearing in Brady Twp.  Thank you very much.

     UIC Application and Permit Questions and Other Concerns:

28.Fluid pressures effects could migrate downward from the injection horizon towards 
potential earthquake producing structures in the basement.  The cause of many of the 
earthquakes in the Eastern U.S. is still poorly understood and understudied.  Since we are 
aware that there are faults within the review area that are both basement related and in 
other subsurface structure, wouldn't this, in effect, be a double threat to the wells 
construction as well as to our aquifers?

29.The dangers of radiation in the frack fluid is ever present and highly hazardous yet is 
rarely mentioned.  Radium 226, 228 and Gross Alpha are and can be in concentrations 
that should make this toxic slurry a “hazardous waste” and not a “residual waste” without  
considering the chemical content.  Studies done by the New York Times indicate levels of 
radium to be  from 20 times to 1500 times greater than Federal Drinking Water  
Standards allow, with Gross Alpha levels much higher than that.  These levels were found 
in flowback from wells located in Bradford County Pa. thru the DuBois Area and 
continuing to Washington Pa.  I believe workers that are being exposed to this waste in 
any way, do not realize and are not being told of the long term effects of this exposure.  
Unfortunately, when they realize what is really happening it will then be to late.

If this effluent were to leak, spill, or migrate to any of the known surface/subsurface 
features present in our areas geology, could it not render the entire Village of Highland 



Street Ext. a toxic waste zone that would be totally uninhabitable and much like the Love 
Canal catastrophe that happened in New York State some years ago?

30.This whole well project is a gamble with to many lives at stake.  The complacency and 
total disregard for the residents of this area shown by Mr. Hoover's testimony at the 
hearing, only confirmed what the residents know and fear about this individuals work 
ethic in the drilling industry.  He is not, nor has he ever been a resident of this community 
as he stated.  He lives 12-15 miles from the proposed well site.  His statement at the 
hearing that this well is simple, “We bring trucks in, we load them into tanks filled with 
the fluid and pump it down the hole”, is not only scary but also shows he does not grasp 
the critical, crucial issues involving the construction or operation of a disposal well or its 
impact on the local residents, nor does he care.  He's a gambling man like a lot of drillers.  
He plays cards several nights a week at a local bar in the town near his home, not that 
there is anything wrong with that, but he did tell an Elk County resident that he thought 
the Brady Twp. well was a “roll of the dice”.  That is an indication to us that he has no 
clue about the geology of our area and that his application is based on total assumption.  
We, in The Village of Highland Street EXT, do not want someone “gambling” with our 
water, our lives, our children's lives, our property values or our quality of life. You may 
be asking what all this has to do with our aquifers, but we strongly feel this has 
everything to do with them. In this situation, complacency and negligence can destroy 
our water, as well as our lives, just as quickly as all other factors mentioned.

31.Shouldn't the “National Environmental Policy Act”, (NEPA), come into play for this 
proposed well?  We are still investigating this Act via a local attorney but feel it may 
apply since it involves Federal Agency's that issue permits.  It states, “In some 
circumstances an Agency may wish to undertake the construction of an EIS, 
(Environmental Impact Statement), without the initial drafting of the environmental 
assessment”.  “This will take place under circumstances in which the Agency  believes 
that the action will undoubtedly have adverse effects on the environment or is considered 
environmentally controversial”.  We feel that both of these may apply.  We are still 
studying this particular Act and would appreciate having more time for its research, along 
with research on other uncovered issues.

32.The day following the hearing, (12/11), we received a registered envelope from Mr. 
Hoover with a copy of his DEP permit application enclosed.  (Great timing and display of 
his arrogance)  We are now awaiting his third copy of said Application due to the errors 
found on the first two copies.  My question is, doesn't he have to obtain an EPA Permit 
for the proposed well before he can apply for a DEP Permit?  Maybe his brother is 
helping him with this since he works for DEP.

     Thank you again for your consideration and the review of these most important issues 
facing the residents of Brady and Sandy Townships and the Municipality of DuBois, Pa.



Sincerely,
Randall R. Baird Sr.                      



Mr. Stephen Platt
Ground Water and Enforcement Branch
Office of Drinking Water and Source Water Protection (3WP22)
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, Pa.  19103

FROM:Randall R. Baird Sr
1273 Highland St. EXT

DuBois, Penna.  15801

Dear Mr. Platt,
     Please find here more concerns that I have about the proposed Zelman #1 injection 
well draft permit #PAS2D020BCLE.  I would appreciate having these added to my 
Hearing Testimony which I submitted on 12/10/2012 in Brady Twp.  Thank you.

33.In the permit it states that the driller will be disposing of the toxic drill cuttings from 
this well “on site” if this well is indeed permitted.  This would also be unacceptable since 
the permit states that the well site is the recharge zone for most of the wells in the Village 
of Highland Street Extension.  The excavation of this site alone will compromise our 
water supplies and degrade the quality of our water.

34.In the permit there is also talk about the casings and the protection afforded by them.  
The first two strings of 8' and 170' do nothing as far as protecting our aquifers.  My well 
is 200' deep and the proposed well head is 27' above my water well head.  That would 
leave the second string 57' short of the bottom of my well and lower most aquifer.  But 
my biggest concern with this is not the number of strings or their depths. It is the grouting 
of the casing and the number of fractures in the ground in the injection zone that will 
allow this toxin to escape to areas of unknown possibilities.

35.We would like to request that an EIS, (Environment Impact Study), be completed 
concerning this well, well site, and its obvious negative impact on so many people and 
their water supplies as well as a host of other real life issues and concerns.

Thank you for your indulgence and consideration on the many threats to our fresh water 
supplies and ultimately to our well being and the quality of our lives.

Sincerely,
Randall R Baird Sr.  
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